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African Heritage Month 
February is a time when Nova Scotia honors African Heritage Month. Nova Scotia has over fifty historic African Nova Scotia 
communities with a long, deep and complex history dating back over 400 years. African Heritage Month provides us with 
another opportunity to celebrate our culture, legacy, achievements, and contributions of African Descent – past and 
present. The 2021 African Heritage Month theme, Black History Matters: Listen, Learn, Share and Act, recognizes the 
important legacy of people of African descent and the long-standing history of development of Canada. This theme aims 
to bring focus and increased awareness of racialized issues of a community that has overcome great adversity for 
inclusion. It further calls on us to listen, learn, share, and act to make society a better place. 

 
 
Groundhog Day– February 2nd 
We won’t be gathering in person this year to see what our trusty four-legged weatherman says, but it will be virtual. For 

those with some littles at home there are some activity pages attached from your friend Steve B. at Duke Tower. >’.’< 
A little about the virtual ceremony this year with Shubie Sam. (as per the provincial park information)   
Nova Scotia’s most trusted groundhog prognosticator will be turning to technology for his annual prediction on the arrival 
of spring this year.  
As there are no public events for Groundhog Day at the Shubenacadie Wildlife Park this year, Nova Scotians can watch on 
the park's website and on social media. 
Shubenacadie Sam will emerge from his burrow with his spring forecast at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 2, becoming the first 
groundhog in North America to make his prediction, about an hour before other groundhogs in Ontario and the eastern 
United States. Folklore says winter will last for six more weeks if the groundhog sees its shadow, while it's an early sign of 
spring if there isn't a shadow.  
"Groundhog Day celebrates the important role weather plays in our lives and culture," said Derek Mombourquette, 
Minister of Lands and Forestry. "With virtual celebrations, everyone can take part in the fun by following Shubenacadie 
Sam and the wildlife park on social media." 
Since 1999, Shubenacadie Sam has predicted an early spring thirteen times and a long winter nine times. 
Here’s the park website where they will have a live broadcast. Shubenacadie Sam -Shubenacadie Wildlife Park 
(novascotia.ca)   https://wildlifepark.novascotia.ca/shubie-sam.asp 
 
Local 13 General Meeting Results 
Wednesday January 27 saw the first General Meeting of 2021. We had updates for the Pension Committee, Joint 
Occupational Health and Safety Committee and the NSUPE Executive Council. There were also some elections to fill 
vacancies on your Local Executive. Congratulations to Melanie Gerrior, Communications Officer; Ed Hanrahan, Vice 
President and Kim Taylor, Local 13 Executive Council Alternate. Thank you also to all of our members who stepped 
forward to volunteer for the Negotiation Advisory Committee, Benefits Committee and Pension Committee. It’s thanks to 
our volunteers that we can run this local and serve our wonderful members, you! 
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